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May it pleaſe your EMINENCE, 
& MIDST your undiſſembled Sorrows for ſo 
inſupportable a Loſs, ſuffer me to ſhare in the 
Condolence of your Misfortune, by an earneſt: 
and ſerious Expoſtulation on the Spiritual Bene- 
fits you may reap from the Death of his Holineſs, how- 
ever your Temporal Intereſts may ſuffer thereby. For 
now, probably, you may find Time to reflect on your 


8 paſt Conduct; ſince the Diſtribution of Benefices will not 


ſo conſtantly employ your all-graſping Imagination, nor 


the Invention of Methods te protect Monopolies, per- 


plex your accumulating Deſires. Thoughts, free from 
the Clog of Advantage may now ſoar towards Reaſon... 
and the Deſire of Wealth may find ſome Bounds, . 
when the Power of encreaſing it is, in ſome meaſure, 
determined: And as. from the deepeſt Affliction ſome. 
deſireable End is frequently obtained; fo, from the 
Shock of the Pontiff*s Departure hence, you may, very. 
poſſibly; be put upon ſeeking after Repentence, which, 
whilſt. you had the Care of his Imperial Mitre, it is- 
to be feared you would not ſoon have found Leiſure 
to ſearch after: And, as the moſt Friendly Aſſiſtance 
of any is that which contributes molt to our Spiritual. 
Welfare, I beg the Liberty, on this extraordinary Oc 
caſion, to addreſs your Eminence with the Freedom of: 
an. Equal, that I may offer you my Sentiments with» _ 


LJ 
out the Reſtraint which generally damps the Spirit of 
an Addreſs to a Superior; hoping, nevertheleis, to e- 
tain fo juſt a Senſe df the Peferenee due to your many 
times exaſted Station, as will prevent my faying any 
thing impertinent, or unworthy your Conſideration. 


THE firſt thing, then, I would recommend to your 
Reflection, is the State of his Holizeſs, before you be- 
came his Prime Miziſter, — He was, before his ſupreme 
Advancement, very generally eſteemed : As a private 
Doctor of the Church, his Behavour was not only 
blameleſs, but much admired; he diſcharged: the Holy 
Offices of his Function with great Diligence, and thoſe 
Hours which were not required in his immediate Duty, 
he employed in compoſing Treatiſes that are prized 
as the moſt excellent Performances of their Kind, and 
gained him that univerſal Regard which reached the 
Ears of his Superiors, who raiſed him to the [Dignity 
of a Biſhop, with the chearful Conſent of the People, . 
and to the higheſt Satisfaction of all who wiſhed well 
ro Learning and Virtue. In this Station he remained 
for more than Ten Years, with 'as much Credit as he 
aſcended it, when, the Papacy n he was 
advanced to the Holy See, as a moſt fit Perſon to ſup- 
port that Dignity with the Wiſdom and Authority it 
requires. — In this high Station alſo, he retained the 
general Regard of the People for ſome time; but it 
did not continue: And to what Cauſe can we attribute 
the ſudden Change? Not to himſelf, ſurely, but to your 
Eminence; becauſe it has been obſerved by many, that 
on your gaining the Aſcendant over his declining Judg- 
ment, his Conduct began to be diſapproved, and grew 
gradually worſe and worſe, as you advanced in his Fa- 
vour, till his Adminiſtration in the Church became 8 


| T 
be as publickly condemned, as it had before been approved ; 
to the great Injury of a Character that might otherwiſe 
have paſſed without Blame, and the open Pervertion 


* 


of the Pontifical Authority. 


T HIS demands your moſt ſerious Attention; for if 
his late Holineſs, from a Confidence in you, entruſted 
you with the Execution of his Office, what better was 
a Miſapplication of the Power lent you by his Holineſs, 
than a Breach 7 the Truſt repoſed in jou; for we cannot 
help thinking, from the former Actions of his Life, that 
he always deſned well, however illy his Intentions might 
be executed : —— Hence I am ftruck at the Load of 
Guilt, which, if this ſhould have been the Caſe, and 
every Body ſays it was, . muſt reſt on your Eminence, 
without a Poſſibility of eaſing your Shoulders other- 
wiſe than by Repentance, which yet, I fear, will fall 
ſhort of Reſtitution! — Here, methinks, I fee your. 
_ Confuſion, and your Remorſe : Reſtrain it not; for great 
Enormities ought to produce ſevere Contrition: What can 
you offer to the Manes of the Holy Departed Father, 
in order to reſtore the Fame you have robbed him off? 
How can you bear the Thought of reading an un- 
byaſſed Hiſtory of the Pontificate of Benedict XIII. and 
yet you know his Tranſactions muſt be recorded along 
with thoſe of the other Popes : Will his make the Fi- 
ure they ought, or that which might be expected from 
5 excellent a Prelate? Will the Annals of his Admi- 


, 
4 


niſtration appear agreeable to the Idea we muſt frame 
of him from his Works? And, if theſe are found de- 
- ficient, will not ſome Reaſon be aſſigned for the Fai- 
lure? And how will that be done without placing 
your Eminence in a Light that will be apt to draw the 
Contempt of Poſterity on your Memory, to the End 


of 


of Time? Though Fame is coveted by all with equal 
r Is 


per Replies. ; 
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Zeal, can ſuch a Remembrance as this be deſirable 
it not better to have a Name die, than, like Eroſtatus, 
reach ſucceeding Ages in an ignominious Light ! I well 
know you will always be mentioned as his Holineſs's 


Firſt Miniſter, and conſequently as the Second Perſon in 


the Church Authority ; but can you expect to be ſpoke 
of as a Good Miniſter, and as one who made a proper 
Uſe of the Confidence his Maſter repoſed in him? 


ON E thing, I apprehend, will look much to your 
Diſadvantage; and that is your heaping ſo many Pre- 


ferments on Yourſelf: This was certainly a, very wrong 


Step, as it made every body think you had ne other 
End in view than your Private Advantage, which ſhould 
be the laſt thing regarded by a Public Miniſter : Be- 
ſides, there was à farther Indiſcretion in your taking ſo 
many Benefices to your own Uſe; becauſe it put Men 
upon an Enquiry after your MERIT : It being always 


the Cuſtom, in Communities where Benefices are rightly 


beſtowed, to make them bear ſome Proportion to t 
Deſert of the Perſons to whom they are given. — This 


Enquiry cauſed many to ask, What Service you had 


done the Church that required fo prodigious a Recom- 
pence ? Whether it was your PREA CHING, or your 
WRITINGS, that had occaſioned you to be fo highl 

diſtinguiſhed from your Brethren ? Your exemplary Lite 
and Converſation, or your profound Knowledge in Laws 
Ecclefiaſtical, and in the Conſtitution of the Church? I 


do not chuſe to repeat the uſual Anſwers to theſe Que- 


you are beſt on with your own Endowments, , 
you are moſt able of any to judge what were the pro- 


HAD 


ſtions, but leave your Eminence to gueſs them; ſince, as 


— — TR ————————— Sy oe; * as 
- 1 . 2 0 4 2 PG = 
: — - ; | * 1 . n 


HAD you not been ſo directly at the Helm of the 
Church Affairs, you might, 2 have poſſeſſed all 

you now enjoy, and have undergone very little Cenſure: 
But, as the Diſtribution of ſo many Offices was known 
to lie almoſt entirely in your own Power, there ap- 
peared ſomething like a Meanneſs of Spirit, as well as an 
immoderate Avarice, in retaining every thing in your own 
Hands that you could any way contrive how to keep, 
ſo as to evade the Deſign of our Church Laws. When 
his Holineſs conſulted you on whom he ſhould beſtow a 
wealthy Preferment? were you always unable to make 
any other Anſwer than, ON ME! And, how odd muſt 
ſuch a Reply have ſounded in the. Ear of any By- 
ſtander, when made to the Offer of a ſine Care, fit only 
for a Reward to an ancient and laborious Miniſter, 
when incapable of diſcharging the Duties of his Of- 
- fice! With what Countenance could you ſollicit, or even 
accept it? Or what can be faid in your Vindication ? 
Did it not declare your Thirſt of Money inſatiable 
This, added to your numerous other Places, has ſet ſuch 
an Example to our Clergy by your glaring fo from. the 
Fountain of their Inſtruction and Diſciplize, that all who 
have the ſlighteſt Probability of Succeſs, are running 
with ſuch Vehemente after Additional: Preferments, as 
would make one ready to ſuppoſe they thought it a 


Part of their Duty. 
IT will avail little to urge here your contracted 
Relation to his Holineſs, in Defence of your vaſt Ac- 
quiſitions; ſince, whatever Services you may have done 
his Niece, as they are not done the Church, it appears 
not at all reaſonable that the Church ſhould reward 
you for them; for a Temporal Recompence muſt be * 
es _ ample . 


ample Amends for Performances which have but ſmall 
Claim to Spiritual Notice. F 


| ' THIS violent Purſuit of Riches has a Chain of bad 


Effects; for, beſides the Injury it does to the Miniſters 
themſelves, it is the utter Ruin of their Pariſhioners; 
there being no ſuch thing as getting them to mind 
what their Parſon ſays, when they ſee him ſo far from 
minding it himſelf: For, ſince they have been cor- 


rupted by heretical Books, they all take upon them to 


reaſon, and have Aſſurance enough to inſiſt on a Mi- 


Authority and Commiſſion were le 


niſter's conforming himſelf to the Doctrines he preaches, 
in order to convince them he means what he ſays: 
Without which they are now apt to conclude that their 
Teacher, when he tells them of the Neceſſity there is of 
their contempting worldly Treaſure, does it only to put 
them out of Conceit with it, in order to come the 
more eaſily at it himſelf. — In like manner they do 


not ſcruple even at queſtioning the Authority of their 


Paſtor over them, when he takes Courſes they think 
contrary to Chriſtianity or Morey > as if his Divine 
s effectual when of- 


ficiating in his Publick Duty as a Miniſter, becauſe in 


his private Conduct he falls ſhort of what is required 
pf all his Pariſh! . _ e 7 


THESE Liberties, which have lately, like an Inun- 


dation, ruſhed in upon the Church, make Circumſpec- 


tion the more neceſſary in thoſe to whom her Welfare 
is committed: For, as the Itch of arguing daily gains 


Ground, the Caſe is not now, as formerly, when an 


Apoloſtolical Ipſe Dixit was ſufficient to enforce any 
thing; for, unleſs a Clergyman can offer ſome plauſible 
Reaſon for what he enjoins, he now runs a hazard of 


being 
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his Face, in a manner deſtitute of the De 


Employment.“ 


ET, 


being diſregarded, and, ſometimes, of being ridiculed to 
erence due to 
his Character: Thus did I, not long ago, hear a Perſon 


whom his Miniſter was adviſing to part with one of his 
76% from the Impoſſibility of his looking properly after 
9. 


both, reply, with an impertinent Sneer of Gravity: 


„ Certainly, Doctor, it is full as poſſible for me to 


< ftand in my two Shops at one time, as for you to 


4 preach from two Pulpits the ſame Inſtant ; Deputies 


are alike wanted in both; and Journeymen are plenty 
* enough in our Buſineſs, however they may be in your 
Another, a ſhort time after this, 
being very warmly reproved by the ſame Gentleman 
on a Suppoſition of Polyzamy, returned upon him, © Sir, 
Jam not now - guilty of what you blame me for; 
put if hereafter I ſhould fall into that Error, the 


„ Reproof of a Perſon guilty of Spiritual Polygamy 
Which is the worſt of any, would have little Influ- 


« ence towards convincing me of my Failing.” ?“ 


3 make | bold to mention | theſe familiar Inſtances of 


the Evils that are like to be done by the Pliuralities of 


our Clergy, becauſe from ſuch Examples falling under 
my Notice in ſo ſhort a Time, it is natural to conclude, 


that the ſame Spirit that produced them will ſoon be- 
come univerſal, if the Grounds for theſe Reflect ions are 


not removed; which would be greatly detrimental to 
Chriſtianity in General : For when People have once 
arrived at the Contempt of their Teachers,” they ſeldom 
ſtop ſhort of a Diſregard for. the Doctrine they endea- 
vour to inculcate; — Which makes it of the utmoſt Im- 
portance to the Church, that all Occaſions of this Li- 
centious Manner of treating our Clergy, be remedied. 
And your Eminence could not think it hard, ſhould 


we expect you to ſhew AF Inſtance of relinquiſhing 
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ſome of your Preferments ; becauſe as you have been 
the repeated Occaſion of Complaiat in this reſpect, ſo 
much as even to become the Subject of inſulting Plates 
and Pamphlets, the Renouncing of one Living, or other 
Benefice by you, would call more Attention from the 
Publick, than for any other Monopoliſt to give up dou- 
ble the Number; and we might therefore hope it would 
produce the more Imitations, to the entire Reduction 
of all the Pluralities in the Church, and the better 
Proviſion of ſuch as are now fo frequently termed The 
Poor Clergy, and to the Returning all Bounties appro- 
priated for their Aſſiſtance, to the Publick Coffers! 


SHOULD your Eminence be thus happy in Begin- 
ning fo neceſſary a Work, we might, by Degrees, be- 
gin to ſee in our Clergy ſome Reſemblance to the great 
Examples they pretend to follow ;- for, could I hope to 
be ſo far indulged, I would beg leave to ask you, what 
you know of yourſelf which, in your own Judgment, 
bears any Likeneſs to thoſe Apoſtles whoſe Succeſſors 
you declare yourſelves, and whoſe' Office you execute 
in their ſtead; Suppoſe, - during his late Holineſs's 
Life, St. Peter, in propria perſona, had made a Viſit to 
the Vatican? How ͤ would he have been aſtoniſhed to 
find a Perſon'by Virtue of being received for his Suc- 

_ ceſſor, enjoying a Temporal Throne, while himſelf could 
recollect no Declaration that ever made him Sovereign 
over Half an Acre! And how repugnant to his Goſpel- 
Doctrine of Humility and Self-Denial would appear his 
Succeſſors Stores of. Riches and Cloud of Wordly Gran- 
aeur ! And, to deſcend lower, when he had beheld 
his Habit and Pompous Attire, how would he have 
been ſtartled ! And what a Diſagreement would have 
been between the Fouutain and the Stream Do you 
think St. Peter would have miſtaken him for a Goſpel 
3 | | 8 | Miniſter? 


Mliniſter? Or would he have fallen to preach againſt 
the Deluſions of the Heathen? — And, if he had doubted 
| before, would he not have been confirmed in his Opi- 
nion, when he had. ſeen a few within Doors wallow 
in Superfluitzes,, while the Gates were ſhut to the moſt 
piercing Entreaties of the Neceſſitous, who craved Re- 
lief to their unhappy and helpleſs Conditions, from 
Without. —— Should we yer fuppoſe, farther, the 
Apoſtle, in the next Place, to have made a Scrutiny 
into your Actions as a Miniſter of the Church which , 
he ſo zealouſly laboured to eftabliſh, How would he fl 
have wondered to hear you and moſt of your Bre- | ; 
"thren deriving your Office from the Scriptures which 
he and his Fellow-Labourers in the Church left for a 
Rule to conduct all ſucceeding Chriſtians ! when he 
could ſcarce He able to find the ſmalleſt Affinity be- | 
tween your Behaviour and the Directions for a Mini- ES "0 
ſter's Conduct as there laid down: — And, that your 
Eminence may more clearly perceive this Oppoſition 
between the Scriptures and the Order of Men you are 
of, I beg the. Liberty of mentioning, very briefly, a 
few of the Particulars ; and, to prevent Repetitions, I 
will, with your Eminence's Leave, uſe the Word Parſen 
to imply you and thoſe of. your Brethren who fo evi- 
dently contradict the S:ripture-Model of a Chriſtian Prieſt ; 
it not being my Deſign, in the preſent Uſe of that 
Term, to imply any Gentleman who deferaes the Name 
of a Goſpel Miniſter. N 5 


\ 


The Scriptures fay, Mankind ſhall have the Milt of the 
Mord without Money, and without Price: | 
- The Parſon is ſo far from conforming to this Doctrine, 
that he not only demands Money for ſuch Mili, or Iu- 
ſtruction, as he cares to beltow upon us, and We to re- 
bes, - 
a5, wy 


cCeive; but he inſiſts upon being paid for ſuch Lectu 


* 


— —— — 


as, very often, are found unworthy even of a bare | 
Attention; nay, he very frequently inſiſts upon his Price 

for Duties which, either from Indolence, or from other 
Employments, he ſeldom or never perform. 


The Scriptures aſſure us, That the Miniſters of Chriſt 
ſhall have their Reward in the Next Life; but that in 
_ This they muſt expect Poverty, Buffeting, and Adverſity : 
The Parſon declares the Contrary ; unleſs he receives 
his Reward in Th:s Life, he is ſo far from ſuffering himſelf 
to be buffeted for Chriſt's ſake, that, ſooner than truſt to | 
the Next Life for his Arrears, he leaves his Flock to ſtray „ 
without Controul from him. | 5 


The Script ures ſay, It is the Humble Gop will teach his 
Ways, and the Meek he will guide in Judgment: 
Ihe Parſon then, it is to be feared, partakes of but a 
very ſmall Share of this Teaching; he being ſeldom longer 
humble, than he has a View of Profitting by it; and, 
when he is once fixed in a Living, be he ever fo imperious, 
he nevertheleſs takes upon him to teach OTaHeRs the Ways 
of God, though, by. Pride, Ambition, and Avarice, he is 


incapable of knowing them HIMSELF. | 


The Scriptares, in ſeveral Places, bid the Chriſtian Mi- 
niſters cheriſh and abide by the Flock firſt committed to 
cheir Charge, and forbid their abandoning them on any Con- | 
ſideration whatever 5 : 8 

The Parſon takes Care of his firſt Flock no longer than 

till he can obtain better Pay for feeding a ſecond, and 

leaves that as ſoon as he can procure Two-pence more for 
looking after a third ; Whence it ſeems rather to be Gold, 
than Goo, he has in View; when, inſtead of abiding by 
his firſt Flock, in obedience to Scripture, for Gain he 
leaves it for Chance and Poverty to ſend another, however 
qualified, to inſtruct them. | The 


— 4 E. -- —_  ——— —„— — ar N 
. . - - — 3 * . 
„ — Lern * 


1 e ogy <4 8 


2 A” r CITI — . 
1 * 1 N TD * d 
R 1 2 yy” ads La rar ones 2 — 


1 


nr 101 10 | 


The Seriptares adviſe the Believer out of which num- 
ber, I preſume, the Clergy were not deſigned to be ex- 
cluded, To have no Regard to what they ſhall eat, or 


What they ſhall drizk, or with what they are cloathed ; 


but f-f to ſeek the Kingdom of Heaven, and then all theſe 
Things will be adde! ponds 


The Parſon pays very ſmall Regard to this Advice, and 
K inodon of Heaven very young, or 


muſt either ſeek the | 
poſſefs the promiſed Conſequences of fo doing, without 
the Scripture Condition: His Euting is commonly the 
beſt his Pariſh affords, to procure which he is ſo kind 
as to viſit the moſt plentiful Tables in his Neighbour- 
hood, whenever his own happens to be but indifferently 
- furniſhed : — He is ſeldom found to be leſs careful with 
reſpect to his Drinking ; being always ſuppoſed to have a 
moſt delicate Palate for taſting Wine, and the true Secret 


of mixing the fineſt Sherbet; but is not thought to have 
any extraordinary Judgment in the Excellencies either of 
Water or Small- Beer: — His Cloathing he is fo far from 


ſhaping after the Goſpel- Pattern, that, unleſs it be of ſuch 


a Colour, and made after ſuch a Faſbion, it is not ſuffered: 
to ſurround him; and even his Hat muſt have a Mark to 


diſtinguiſh it from thoſe wore by other Men, in order to- 


put all who ſee it in mind of the particular Reverence due 


to the Perſon beneath it. 


The Scriptures adviſe us, Not to be anxious after the 


fading Pleaſures of this World, after Titles, or Honours from 


Men : © 

The Parſon covets Honours from Men; haſtes to be a 
Maſter of Arts, pants for the Degree of a Doctor, glad if a 
Mandamus eaſes him of a Lear or two; then has his Eye 
directly on ſome Deanry, and *tis Ten to One whether he 
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The-'Sriptares ſay, We cannot ſerve both Gop and 


The Scriptures forbid our baving ee or keeping 

any other Cenverſation with the Fucked, than what will 
tend to their ſpeedy Amendment 
The Parſon ſays, that though Sir Jobn is a Man of the 
moſt profligate Life and Conduct, and too free and obſcene 

| A in his Diſcourſe; yet, as he keeps a good Table, has his 
i | - Cellars always well ſupplied, and does not want Gæner gſity, 
5 | he chuſes rather to wink at bis Failings, than to riſque the 
T 1 2 of ſo bountiful a Friend, by any. Attempts. to reclaim 
A . (2 hag F | 


= he Scriptures command the Faithful to communicate of 
=_ | their Temporal Abundance to all who ſtand in need of it, 
as an indiſpenſable Chriſtian Duty:: 8 
The Parſon. will, indeed, and daily does, receive from 
| thoſe who have not a neceſſar) Proviſion for Themſeves ; 
but his manner of miniſtring to the Neceſſities of Others, 
is too well known to your Eminence, to.require my En- 
C ED DE no 
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your Eminence; which I the leſs apprehend, ſince I re- 
member that when, ſome Lime ago, I had the Pleaſure 
of hearing you preach ance in ane of your, Churches, Jou, 
ſeemingly in good Earneſt, referred your Hearers, with ſome 
. Warmth, to the Scriptures, as the culh certain Rule to judge 

of the Chimerical Phrenſies, as you called them, of the oe 
| 5 - e 


—_ 


tend that to he the 


us that they think it neceſſary. 1 9 8 


tended Reaſoners of this licentious Age: Now if the 
Scripture is a fit Rule whereby to judge thoſe who pay 


very little Regard to its Authority; it cannet be an im- 


proper Standard for meaſuring the Conduct of ſuch as pre- 

fole Guide, of het Acres Where- 
fore I have ventured to make the Rule and the Haften 
Followers of. it, appear together: If there is not fbund be- 


, » 


_. tween them the Agreement thar could be wi hed, I um per- 


ſuaded you will not attribute the Failure to any Partiality 


in my Repreſentation ; the Citations from Scripture being 
What every Perſon is 'acquainted with, and every thing 


* 


well known to be juſtified by Daily Experience. 


ſaid of the Parſon, and much more, your Eminence has 


FROM this Diſagreement of the declared Principles 


of our Clergymen, with their open Practices, may be traced 


the True and Only Source of the Contempt which Men of 


hour Order fo loudly complain of: And this, I humbly con- 


ceive, is the Fountain whence ſprings that Diſregerd of 


Jour Inſtructions, at this time ſo prevailent among all De- 


grees of Men: — Could we but once be ſo happy as 
to have Reaſon to believe, from their Example, that the 
Thoughts of our Spiritual Leaders accompanies. what they 


_ preach, it would not be long before a general Amendment 
of. Manners would be viſible in their Hearers: For the 
Actions of a Man are eſteemed more demonſtrative Proots 


of his real Belief and Sextiments, than can poſſibly be 
drawn from his Verbal Declarations: Whence appears 


the Neceſſity, ſince a Reformation is univerſally allowed to 
be wanted, that it ſhould begin among our Clergy ; they be- 


ing the only Perſons who will have the Recommending and 
Increaſing it immediately in Charge; and their Labours to 


that End e e ee be expected to have any de- 


firable Succeſs, *till, by their ow” Amendment, they ſhew 


WHEN 


WHEN this & dove, 1 Will Sromite . Ude yes 
uf! bad as it is fo often ald ec ber ins 7 l 


living ſo many Friends to Virtue and Chriſtianity, as - 


would, by their Voices and Influence, ſtem the Rapidity 
of that orrent which threatens the Deſtruction even 
of Religion itſelf.- Bur, i n, no inn can 


eee . Fe : 5 


THIS G ingle Thought was the Cauſe of x my y giving 
your Eminence this Trouble; for, I conſidered that as 
your Bad Example had hitherto been of the molt fatal In- 
fluence to the Church of which you are ſo CONSIDERABLE 
a Member; your Beginning a Work of Reformation, as 

there is no Doubt of its being followed by all who have . 
lomed you already, might produce ſuch a Change in the 
Face of our Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, as would make is re- 
membered, even with Pleaſure, to lateſt Poſterity, That He 
who was the. crEATEST C auſe of the Church Diſgrace, was 
the FIRST who ſet aboat Removing the too t reed of 
an againſt her. bt 


THAT this may be truly ſaid of your Eminence ; 4 
8 that never, after taking fo laudable a Step, you may 
Lage Fort your N as a Goſpel n is me 
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